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April 15, 2020 

 

Dear Amphitheater Parents: 

I hope this letter finds you and your children healthy and safe as we crest over the middle of our third 

week of our new educational and societal realities of remote learning and social spacing.  I know that this 

new way of “school” has not been easy thus far, and I know that the challenges continue.  I first want to 

thank you for all the patience, kindness and efforts on your part as we continue to work together to face 

those challenges for the ultimate benefit of our children. 

I am writing to inform you about one such challenge: that being, what approach should be taken in the 

assessment and grading of student work and achievement during this very different way of conducting 

learning.  The realities of our circumstances and those of our students who had to make an abrupt shift to 

“remote learning” beg for a commonsense approach to grading.  Consequently, on Tuesday, April 14, the 

Governing Board of the Amphitheater District approved a new direction in grading and reporting 

practices for the remainder of this academic school year.   

The direction approved by our Governing Board recognizes that many supports and services normally in 

place for students have been significantly altered or diminished, such that students cannot receive their 

full and intended benefits.  We also know that all students are unique and individual learners, and their 

personal circumstances vary, which also impacts their achievement in this current situation.  Finally, we 

also recognize that our teachers and other educators are detached from some the supports and resources 

they would typically need to provide students with complete learning opportunities.  

Given this backdrop, the Governing Board has approved the following approach to grading and reporting 

practices for the remainder of the school year. 

 

Elementary (Grades K to 5) Students:  

 The report card for the fourth quarter will largely be in a narrative, descriptive format. To ensure 

future understanding of the changes in grading, the report card will include a general statement 

about the school closure.   

 Teachers will also provide feedback to students throughout the quarter as work is submitted and/or 

online progress is made. 
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 Fourth and fifth grade students will not receive letter grades this quarter. The variance in student 

learning conditions (access to technology, etc.) make fair and consistent letter grading very 

difficult at this time.  

 Teachers will not be assigning a standards based grade for each standard for any grade level this 

quarter. In fact, there may be very few standards based grades marked on the report card for many 

students.  

 For students who are able to work online, a report on their accomplishments within the online 

curriculum will be provided to the parent with the fourth quarter report card. 

 Students will not be penalized for lack of access to online learning programs.  

 Art, music and physical education teachers will not be providing grades this quarter. They will 

continue to provide enrichment and content activities and assignments for learning at home.  

 

Secondary (Grades 6 to 12) Students:  

 Students’ third-quarter grades, which were in place prior to school closure, will be used as a 

baseline grade for the remainder of the Spring Semester. 

 For the remainder of the Spring Semester, the focus for middle and high school students will be on 

maintaining or improving from the third quarter baseline through the continuing fourth quarter 

work.  

 Students who do not complete work and/or participate in assigned activities during the fourth 

quarter may see their grade go down from the baseline. 

 Students will be permitted to email their teachers regarding any missing work from third quarter 

that might still be accepted for grade improvement from the baseline.  

There is also an understanding, which will inform all grading practice, that students and families have 

unique circumstances that may impact the ability of the students to participate in online learning or other 

methodologies.  Those circumstances must be taken into consideration to address the implications of the 

same. More than ever, we are all committed to helping students complete the year successfully.  

I hope this information is helpful to you and your families.  Should you have any questions about the 

meaning of this letter or its application to your child’s situation and grade, please consult with your school 

principal, as they were involved in the development of these grading standards.   

Stay safe and well, and persevere, Amphi families!  We will all be together again on the other side! 

 

With appreciation,  

 

 

Todd A. Jaeger, J.D. 

Superintendent 

 


